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Left with little to nothing, the families in 
Immokolee and Everglades City could use 
a helping hand. Luckily, Gulf Coast High 
School’s Student Government Association and 
their Spanish Academic Team are there to lend 
that helping hand to the families in need. This 
toiletry drive’s main goal is to help benefit 
families who are in need of basic household 
supplies, such as toilet paper and tissues. The 
reason why the Student Government chose to 
donate toiletry items is because the families in 
need have already received a plethora of food 
and water.  
  “The families in Immokolee and Everglades 
City need items other than just food,” Soph-
omore class President, Meghan Kampmeyer, 
stated. “Toiletries are needed as well and not 
many organizations are providing those specific 
items.”  
  Until the first of November students have 
the opportunity to donate the following items 
to their first period teacher. The items that the 
people are in need of the most include: diapers, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, paper 
towels, soap, shampoo, conditioner, mouthwash, 

floss, hand sanitizer, feminine products, wipes, 
tissues, and cleaning products.  
  These items are things that the families really 
need to help get their lives back into order. 
They may seem like little things to the majority 
of people, but what many do not realize is that 
the items are merely essentials. The people in 
Immokolee and Everglades City do not have 
these essentials, nor do they have the money 
to purchase them. Especially with the flooding 
in Immokolee and Everglades City, the people 
are in need of cleaning supplies. Disinfectant 
sprays, hand sanitizer, and other cleaning prod-
ucts will provide a major helping hand to help 
keep everyone healthy and eliminate some of 
the very dangerous health risks.  
“This is going to greatly benefit the children 
and their families.” Meghan stated. “It’s a good 
thing that Student Government Association and 
the Spanish Academic Team are doing this fund-
raiser. I feel really great helping out and helping 
these families receive the items that they truly 
need other than just food.”  
  Every item donated will be of a great help 
to the people affected by Hurricane Irma back 
in the early weeks of September. Many have 
not been able to restore to the conditions that 
they were in before Irma, and without these 
donations, it would be nearly impossible. Every 
act of kindness can make a huge impact on 
those who need it. Kindness is something that 
everyone possesses, and if everyone shares a 
tiny amount of it, the world will become a much 
happier and kinder place.  
  “Small acts of kindness, like this drive, have 
the ability to travel far ways,” Meghan stated. 
“Sometimes people don’t really seem to notice 
how far a little act goes. Whether it’s good or 
bad, everything has the ability to leave an im-
pact on someone. To me, this drive will impact 
people very positively, and that is my overall 
goal.”  
 

  In today's day and age there are 
many forms of communication. 
It comes in forms of face to face 
contact, emails, phone calls, text 
messages, and the many forms of 
social media. 
Communica-
tion is a skill 
that can be 
learned, but 
it is harder 
for people in 
today's age 
to actually 
learn it from 
firsthand 
experience. 
  Now, many schools use the internet 
as a way for students to have easy 
access to their teachers and peers. It’s 
a convenient way for students to ask 
questions and to turn in assignments. 
But as these technological modes of 
communication evolve, fewer stu-

dents actually come up to teachers 
and ask for assistance. Instead, they 
just choose to email them. Of course, 
there are many reasons why this is 
useful and schools use technology 
for many beneficial reasons, but there 

are detriments 
as well. 
The skill of 
communica-
tion is used 
for everything 
in the outside 
world, espe-
cially in real 
world careers. 
When students 
are thrown 

into a work environment after fin-
ishing high school or college they 
are expected to show professional be-
haviors such as giving presentations 
and communicating effectively with 
their co-workers and bosses. Howev-
er, many new workers are struggling 

greatly in this area. Having never 
mastered the communication skill, 
they struggle to complete the tasks 
that are intended for them, and this 
results in the losses of raises and 
other opportunities.
This also affects students in high 
school. There are many students that 
struggle to communicate with teach-
ers and their own peers. Today, many 
friendships are 
made over the 
internet and not 
face to face. 
Of course, that 
doesn’t mean 
that they're not 
talking to real 
people or that 
their friendships 
are invalid, it 
just means there needs to be a bal-
ance of communicating through the 
screen and communicating face to 
face. This lack of communication 

affects students by not giving them 
the experience they need to grow and 
learn. 
 Almost every student strug-
gles with the idea of having to do a 
public presentation in front of his or 
her class. While it is possible that 
many factors can be attributes to this 
anxiety, one that you can’t deny is 
the absence of the skill of being able 

to stay calm in 
front of multi-
ple people - an 
aspect of com-
munication. 
 Communicat-
ing will always 
be a part of the 
human culture, 
and although it 
may evolve and 

change in different ways, it is import-
ant to always stay on top of it. It’s the 
ticket to a successful life and many 
opportunities.  

  Costumes, Pumpkins, and Candy, Oh 
My! As we continue to approach Halloween 
and Thanksgiving, many of us are looking 
around for exciting things to do in Naples. 
Sometimes, for people who have lived in 
Naples for a long time, our city can get pret-
ty boring and uninteresting, and it seems 
like there is little to nothing to do around 
town. However, many people may not know 
that there are quite 
a lot of fun things to 
do during this time of 
year. Here are only 
a few examples of 
the many things to 
do in our community 
around this time of 
year.
  One example of an   
entertaining thing to 
do is the Pumpkin 
Hunt at Vineyards 
Park on Vanderbilt 
Road. All over the park, there are hidden 
pumpkins that people need to look for. Win-
ners are able to take home a prize, and even 
though not everybody gets the grand prize, 
everybody does get to take home a treat 
bag, so basically, everybody is a winner!
  Another way to have fun around Hallow-
een and help out the community is to go to 
the YMCA Fright Fest. The Bonita Springs 
YMCA hosts this canned food drive and 
everyone who goes dresses up and supports 
people who are not as fortunate as others 
may be. This event is both a way to have 
some fun and also to give back and help 

people in need. In addition, Halloween 
Spooktacular on Fifth Avenue is an event 
for everyone. At this fun event, kids can 
dress up and there are costume contests; 
also, there is live music, street dancing, 
classic cars, a giant movie screen that shows 
horror movies, and cartoons as well as a few 
other activities. 
  You may be wondering, “What about just 
a plain old pumpkin patch?” Well there are 

plenty of those too! One 
of the most popular ones 
is at Saint Monica’s 
Episcopal Church. You 
may have seen pictures 
posted on social media 
of many of our students 
going to this pumpkin 
patch to get some trendy 
pictures for the fall sea-
son. This pumpkin patch 
offers a great amount of 
pumpkins, all of which 
are different shapes and 

sizes.                                Also, as many of 
our students may know, there is a pumpkin 
patch right in front of our school! It has a 
cute little stack of hay for people to sit on 
and also get some pictures. The last popular 
patch is at the North Naples Church! All 
of these locations offer great places to take 
pictures with friends and family, and they 
also have all of the perfect pumpkins for 
carving!
  This fall season, there is no way you will 
be able to escape the multiple things going 
on in our city. Make sure to get active and 
have some fun with your friends and family.

By: Kara BucknerBy: Claudia Kahl
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" Communicating 
will always be a 

part of the human 
culture" 

"The skill of communica-
tion is used for 

everything in the 
outside world, especially 

in real world careers." 



There are thousands of stu-
dents all around the United States 
that see their future in the medi-
cal field. Many of these students 
have to wait until medical school 
to start learning all about health 
but at Gulf Coast High School, 
we have our very own National 
Academy Foundation Medical 
Academy! Our program was 
the first of all schools in Collier 
County to commence and is run 
by two of our amazing teachers, 
Ms. Ellard and Ms. Townsend.  

What is the point of having a 
class that is about the medical 
field? While there are many ways 
to answer that question, it is pre-
dicted that the healthcare industry 
is expected to grow 33% in the 
years of 2010-2020. The health-
care field has over two hundred 
jobs available, and that grows 
everyday with the inventions 
and new information col-
lected.  It is also said 
that twelve out of 
the twenty jobs that 
are most expected 
to be the fastest 
growing are in the 
medical field.  

What do you do 
in the NAF Medical 
Program? The first year of 
Medical academy is taught by 
Ms. Ellard and is mostly termi-

nology used in the medi-
cal field, background knowledge, 
and as well as CPR training and 
certification. First year students 
also set up the yearly blood drive 
for students to be able to help the 
community blood center. Stu-
dents get others to sign up and 
help them the day of the blood 
drive. During the first-year pe-
riod, there are two cumulative 
projects that are team orientated. 
These projects are graded by the 
teacher but also put up on the 
NAF website for other students 
to see as well. There are also cu-
mulative tests from NAF that stu-
dents take to see their progression 
in the Medical Academy.  The 
next year of Medical Academy, 
which is taught by Ms. Townsend 
is Anatomy and Physiology. In 
this class you learn about the 
different body parts and their 

functions. This course can be re-
lated to the information learned 
the year before to make things 
clearer. After the first two years 
if you feel like continuing, you 
can choose from the two courses 
which are Allied Health Assisting 
and Medical Laboratory Assist-
ing. In the Allied Health Assist-
ing class, students are prepared 
for jobs such as physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, and clinical 
laboratory. Medical Laboratory 
Assisting prepares students for 
work in a clinical laboratory with 
phlebotomy training, and certifi-
cation is available.  

Overall, our Medical Academy 
is an amazing course to take, es-
pecially if you see yourself in a 
future profession with anything 
related to human health. It is a 
great class to learn your abilities 
and all the different jobs avail-
able in the fields of medicine, and 
it is definitely something to be 

proud of regarding its com-
pletion.  It is a very no-

ticeable course seen 
on resumes that can 
lift your chances 
of success in many 
jobs. So next time 

you’re thinking of 
being in the edical 

field, join NAF Medial 
Academy for a chance to 
start your career earlier!

Calling All App Wizards

Is Medical Academy For You? 

The Importance Of Learning A Second Language

It has come to light that a 
new type of contest is being set 
in Gulf Coast High School. It 
is an app creating contest. The 
participants include those is the 
Computer Club and Girls Who 
Code, but the competition is 
open to the competition in 
the schools in Collier County. 
While much about the specifics 
is still in the works, it is not too 
early to get the creative juices 
flowing. It is simple; a student 
creates an app using their pre-
ferred program and will need 
to have the app working and 
functioning to be entered by 
April first. Now that does seem 
to be a long way off but there is 
more work into making an app 
than it seems, those familiar 
with programming know this 
the best. Many students have 
already started coding for their 
apps or throwing around ideas 
on what app to create. The app 
has to be viable for a phone 
like an android or apple; apps 
that do not function on a phone 
do not count. “You need a 
working app that can be tested 

and judged”, confirmed Mr. 
Martin, sponsor of Girls Who 
Code. So a test drive is recom-
mended to affirm that the app 
works before sending it in.

For those who are not that 
familiar with programming, 
the most recommended pro-
gram is called App Inventor. 
App Inventor was originally 
made by MIT and is consid-
ered the easiest for people new 
to programming. The software 
offers a free program to create 
your own apps and share them 
with others. It also has helpful 
beginner tutorials and step-by-
step instructions for all your 
app making needs. 

If a student would prefer to 
have an app specifically for an 
iPhone, then a program called 
Swift is recommended for it. 
The newest Swift version is 
called Swift 4 and is the newest 
and most reliable of the other 
versions that came before. 
Another program that can be 
used called Corona SDK using 
the language Lua. A multiple 
platform, which means that the 
code can be converted to work 
for Android and IPhone use.

The rewards are a cash prize 
for first, second, and third place 
or the best in a certain category 
(ex: innovative, design, etc.). 
There is planned to have five 
different categories. 

However, students do not 
have to go at this contest alone. 
While students can choose to 
work alone, being in a group 
could definitely help with the 
workload but only up to four 
students can work in a group. 
When submitting, the group 
can all submit a copy but only 
one is needed for a group. Nev-
ertheless, much of this contest 
is still in the planning stage 
because Gulf Coast is the first 
school to enact such a compe-
tition. The judges are coming 
from the community to over-
see the contest. If a student has 
any extra questions, they can 
visit Mr. Martin in room 5-122 
or simply ask you tech friends. 
If you are frustrated in looking 
for a certain app, then simply 
go on one of these programs 
and make it yourself then show 
it off by entering this compe-
tition.

In this time period, almost every school in the 
United States requires that students take a foreign lan-
guage course in order to graduate. Even more impor-
tantly, most colleges and universities have it as a basic 
requirement for admission. This is because the US is 
a very diverse country, where so many people speak 
different languages that it is becoming a requirement 
for daily life to be able to speak more than just English.

Those who learn a second language usually do better 
in school than those who don’t. It is because it opens 
the mind to function better. In fact, it is proven that the 
people who are bilingual have a brain that functions 

differently from those who only speak one language.  
Furthermore, differences in the two are all benefits to 
the bilingual brain. It’s proven that speaking two or 
more languages make a person smarter. The Telegraph 
says, “Speaking a foreign language improves the func-
tionality of your brain by challenging it to recognize, 
negotiate meaning, and communicate in different lan-
guage systems. This skill boosts your ability to nego-
tiate meaning in other problem-solving tasks as well.” 

Being able to speak more than just English makes 
people more desirable for job positions over those that 
only speak English. Not only does it look more im-
pressive on a resume when you say that you are able 

to communicate in two or more languages, it makes 
the employers see you as a more valuable employee 
because they know that you are their way of communi-
cating with customers they wouldn’t have been able to 
have access to before, 

Knowing how to speak a foreign language opens up 
other opportunities that are not work-related. For ex-
ample, it’s much easier to visit France if you know how 
to speak the country’s language. It saves you money, 
because you will not have a translator or buy a device 
that will translate for you. Learning a new language 
opens up a whole new world of opportunities. When 
you decide to study a country’s language, most of the 

time you end up also studying its culture. Through 
this, you may find that you have fallen in love with 
a country and may see yourself living there, hence, a 
new world has opened up through the study of a foreign 
language. 

If you have the opportunity to learn a second lan-
guage, take advantage of it. There is no downside to 
doing it! It creates numerous benefits, and our school 
definitely offers classes that make the learning fun and 
not too complicated. 

 

You don’t always find 
a club that is dedicated to 
constantly giving to people in 
need. This unbelievable club 
is devoted to doing just that. K 
is for Kids is a club that Erin 
and Patrick Clawson founded 
in 2000, five years after they 
had arrived to the United 
States from Sydney, Australia. 
They were both very young 
children when they arrived and 
they both went to Laurel Oak 
Elementary School which is 
right next to Gulf Coast. When 
the two kids noticed how other 
kids were not able to get all 
of the other supplies that were 
needed for school, they chose 
to let their mom know and she 
decided to start volunteering. 
Together, they came up with 
some ways to help. They 
began to start fundraisers and 
continue to host them today. 
The main goal of this orga-
nization is to help develop 
students, from all different 
grades, skills through literacy 
initiatives. Through this pro-
gram, K is for Kids is able to 

meet the changing needs of 
the children in our commu-
nity. With focused efforts, K 
is for Kids helps cultivate the 
skills kids need to be creative 
thinkers, adventurous problem 
solvers and visionary leaders. 
Reading and dreaming, learn-
ing and leading, creating and 
achieving. That what K is for 
kids is all about! 

Each spring, the foundation 
helps schools award their most 
avid readers with their end-
of-year Top (Rising) Reader 
Book Awards. This commu-
nity building program is pop-
ular with principals, teachers, 
media specialists, parents and, 
most of all, the young honor-
ees themselves! At the end of 
the 2014-15 school year, K is 
for Kids honored more than 
1,100 students in 29 schools 
across Collier County (with 
more in south Lee County) 
for being readers and leaders! 
This club gives teenagers the 
opportunity to take part in 
various leadership roles and 
student spokesperson roles. 

You may have heard of the 
annual K is for Kids fashion 

show that takes place here at 
Gulf Coast.  This entertaining 
show promotes K is for Kids’ 
mission of building readers 
and leaders. The show was 
founded in 2011, also by Erin 
and Patrick Clawson. The 
girls saw the show as way to 
have a good time with their 
friends, help a good cause and 
introduce other teens to the 
foundation. Students at the 
school served as the fashion 
shows organizers, and earned 
service hours for doing so. The 
event takes an incredibly long 
time to plan and very much 
effort from the participants 
and hosts, but all in all, it ends 
up being an amazing show to 
watch.

Overall, the praiseworthy 
club deserves recognition from 
the students here at Gulf Coast 
and is a great club for anyone 
to be involved in who wants to 
take part in something with the 
school. If you are wondering 
how you can be involved in 
this implausible club, Presi-
dent Jose Chang is willing to 
talk to anyone about how to 
get implicated.

Cody Creighton, who 
is most commonly known as 
Cody James, has started his art 
career, under the guidance of art 
teacher Mr. Papanikolaou. Cody 
is a junior and a first-year art 
student. Before this year, Cody 
had never taken an art class and 
was always set on going into 
the music industry in the future, 
but last year, his vision of the 
future changed. “Last year I 
was set on going into music,” 
Cody stated. “All of a sudden, I 
started sitting in on Mr. P in the 
art room, and I just started spray 
painting. That’s when it kind of 
blossomed. My creativity and 
whole appreciation of art just 
exploded everywhere; it just 
let out everywhere, and that’s 
pretty much where it really 
started. It was around January 
of last year. “

James is currently taking two 
art classes with Mr. Papaniko-
laou, with one of them being 
the AP Art course. Gulf Coast 
High School offers two AP Art 
courses, AP Studio Art; Draw-
ing Portfolio and AP Studio 
Art; 2D Design. James is cur-
rently enrolled in AP Studio 
Art: Drawing Portfolio, as well 

as Drawing 1. In AP Studio Art: 
Drawing Portfolio, students 
have to complete eight projects 
over summer, and during the 
school year create a total of 24 
art pieces. If pieces are not sub-
mitted by the fifth of May, stu-
dents may be removed from the 
class. However, for James, that 
does not seem like it will be a 
problem. “He’s taken to art like 
a fish to water.” Mr. Papaniko-
laou stated when asked about 
Cody’s development within the 
past year as an artist.

Cody has many influences 
when it comes to the style of his 
art. Some of his influences are 
older artists, but a few of them 
are modern. “My biggest influ-
ence is definitely an Austrian 
artist named Egon Schiele.” 
Cody stated. “He’s had so much 
inspiration on my artwork and 
stuff like that. Definitely a lot of 
the impressionist artists as well, 
like Pablo Picasso and Van 
Gough, and how a lot of texture 
is put into their work. I’m so 
inspired by the weird. If people 
put in their own heart into their 
work and it’s not just them try-
ing to impress the people, that’s 
how I view art and that’s what 
inspires me to become an artist 

myself.”
When viewing Cody’s work, 

it is easy to see just how much 
texture and his influencers have 
inspired him. His latest oil 
painting portrays an abstract 
human face and includes both 
tactile and implied texture. Like 
James stated, his artwork radi-
ates a vibe of all heart. When 
looking upon his work, viewers 
can see how his heart is put into 
his work and that it’s not made 
to just please the viewers.

Cody sees himself now going 
into an art based career instead 
of music in the future. He hopes 
to receive a scholarship to an art 
college; James would like to go 
to the Rhode Island School of 
Design, commonly known as 
RISD. RISD specializes in the 
fine arts and design aspects of 
art. The school is located in 
Providence, RI, and is a fairly 
small college with a 10:1 ratio 
of students to faculty. “He has 
such untapped talent, and with 
the right self-confidence, he 
definitely has the ability to get 
into any art college he wants 
to,” Mr. Papanikolaou stated.

Kindness From K is For Kids
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Casper Around The Corner

Beware for scare, for the 
spirits of the dead are lurking 
there. There have been countless 
stories of haunted places all over 
the United States such as Villisca 
Axe Murder House and Mounds-
ville Penitentiary with our city 
of Naples being no exception. 
Browsing around Naples, the 
three places having been consid-
ered the most haunted are about 
to be drawn out of the shad-
ows. These are Rosemary 
Cemetery, Cracker Bar-
rel and the Palm Cot-
tage.

The first stop on 
the tour of Spooky 
Naples is Rose-
mary Cemetery. 
This cemetery is a 
small patch of land 
smack dab in the 
middle of one of 
the busiest sections 
of Downtown Naples 
in the intersection of 
Pine Ridge and Good-
lette-Frank but it wasn’t 
always that way. In the 1930s, 
that patch of land was quite se-
cluded from the original settlers. 
A corporation was formed called 
Rosemary Cemetery Corp. to take 
care of the burial sites. Most of 
the original 20 acres designated 
for burial have been destroyed for 
development but Rosemary Cem-
etery remains and will continue to 
remain for it has been demeaned 
at historical site. Exactly who is 
buried there has been the question 
that many have been scrapping 
through the history books and 
even newspaper clippings to find 
out. The only main clue is a map 

from 1944 that depicted eight 
graves and was marked as the un-
marked “8 Negro Graves”. The 
real mystery also being not just 
who was buried there but how 
they died. Stories range from la-
borers working of the railroad to 
simply a bar fight gone wrong. 
The haunted part is that busi-
nesses in the shopping mall are 

c o n -

stant ly 

springing up because while many 
businesses come, they go just as 
fast. Businesses around the Rose-
mary Cemetery are known for not 
lasting long before closing their 
doors.

The next destination, Cracker 
Barrel. Many of us have prob-
ably been to the Cracker Barrel 
off Collier Boulevard, but there 
is a dark past shrouded into the 
building. About 20 years ago, 
three employees at the restau-

rant had risen early to prepare 
the restaurant for the day. Unbe-
knownst to them, a deadly enemy 
was lurking. Former employees 
Jason Graves and Brandy Bain 
Jennings broke in a third attempt 
to rob the establishment. What 
happened next is a horror that still 
haunts the families of the victims 
and the police who investigated 
the crime. The three employees 
were discovered murdered in the 
freezer with their arms bound and 
throats slit. The youngest of the 

three was only 18 years old. 
The restaurant still uses the 

same freezer from that fate-
ful day. 

The last stop on this 
haunted tour is the 
famed Palm Cottage. 
This house dates all the 
way back to 1895, mak-
ing it the oldest house in 
Naples. Because of this, 
it has been preserved and 

renovated for touring by 
the Naples Historical Soci-

ety. While it does not seem to 
have paranormal activity during 

the tours, when renovations were 
being done is another matter. 
Workers who had been in charge 
of the renovation could recall 
their tools mysteriously moving 
from one place to another as well 
as an odd cold feeling in many 
places. Maybe the spirits of those 
who lived in the house are super-
vising it themselves to make sure 
everything is done right.

Now you know a few places 
to satisfy any desire to encounter 
those who have passed on from 
our world. Just be careful not 
to unrest the dead, they’re very 
grouchy when woken up from 
their sleep.

By: Emma Araque

Collier County’s Book Adventures: The Host by Stephenie Meyer
By: Stephanie Walker 

Stephenie Meyer is an American young 
adult fiction writer, best known for her vampire 
romance series Twilight. The Twilight novels 
have gained worldwide recognition and have 
sold over 100 million copies, and they are 
written in about 37 different languages. Meyer 
was born on December 24, 1973, in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Stephenie is the sixth child born 
to her family. Between caring for her younger 
brothers and sisters, she developed a passion 
for reading, becoming an avid fan of classic 
authors Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte, Margaret 
Mitchell, and others. Meyer was a student at 
Chaparral High School in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
She graduated from the school in 1992, and her 
high marks earned her a National Merit Schol-
arship. She used the award to attend Brigham 
Young University, where she majored in English 
literature. Between her senior and junior years 
at Brigham Young, Stephenie was reunited with 
her childhood friend, Christian “Pancho” Meyer. 
Soon after that, they began dating and about a 
year later they married. 

The Host is set in a future time where an alien 
race is taking over the planet. The story is writ-
ten from the perspective of both Melanie Stryder 
and an alien named Wanderer, later know as 
Wanda. The aliens taking over the Earth are 

merely little creatures that could fit in the palm 
of your hand. However, they are capable of con-
trolling the minds and bodies of human beings. 
These small parasites are called “souls”. One 
soul named Wanderer was placed in the body of 
a fugitive girl named Melanie Stryder in hopes 
that she might be able to find any other human 
survivors by searching through Melanie’s mem-
ories. Melanie, on the other hand, does not give 
up that easily and does everything she can to try 
and keep both her brother Jamie and her boy-
friend Jared safe. 

In order to get Wanderer on her side, Melanie 
shows Wanderer all kinds of memories about 
Jared and Jamie so Wanderer would fall in love 
with them just as Melanie had. Doing this, Mela-
nie prevented Wanderer from discovering where 
they were and instead goes to find them in order 
to fulfill a promise she had made to Jamie: that 
she would come back to him. However, once 
they found them, both Melanie and Wanderer 
realized that the other human survivors would 
never believe that Melanie was still alive inside 
Wanderer’s head. Instead, the survivors would 
want kill her to protect themselves, in case Wan-
derer ever decided to escape and tell the other 
Souls where they were hiding. Of course, that 
had never crossed Melanie’s mind. After all, she 
wanted to protect Jamie and Jared, not put them 

in any danger.
After Wanderer found their human hideout, 

her and Melanie were captured and thought to be 
the enemy. The only reason they didn’t kill her 
was because her uncle Jeb was the one to find 
her. He had this crazy idea that Melanie was still 
alive in Wanderer; after all, why would a soul 
risk her life going through a scorching desert 
just to die by human hands? However, when 
Jared saw that Wanderer had stolen the woman 
he loved, he was filled with anger and hatred 
for Wanderer. Even though he hated Wanda so 
much, he still couldn’t bring himself to want to 
kill Mel’s body. Soon, Jeb befriends Wanderer 
and gives her the new name “Wanda” in order 
to shorten the other name and make her seem 
more human. A few weeks’ latter, as Wanda 
gains both Jeb’s and Jamie’s trust. They decide 
that Wanda could start to actually help their little 
colony with harvesting the fields. After a bit of 
living with the humans, they begin to accept 
Wanda into their civilization. 

During Wanda’s time with the humans, she 
meets a man named Ian. Initially, he had tried 
to kill her alongside some of his friends. He 
thought at the time that he was protecting the 
colony, and after realizing what he had almost 
done, he tortured himself with guilt. After weeks 
go by, he becomes her protector in order to 

make up for what he did. Later on, Ian begins to 
have feelings for Wanda. He sees her as caring 
and kind even if people hate her, and he sees that 
no matter how it may make her feel, she always 
tries to make everyone else happy. She always 
puts other people first before herself. Soon those 
feeling turn into love. At first, Wanda doesn’t 
understand or even realize the change in Ian. 
However she realizes that she cares for him just 
as she does with Jamie, Jared, and Jeb. She no 
longer fears him.

This story is filled with twists and turns, and 
since Jared loves Melanie, he becomes jealous 
of Ian, and vice versa. At the end of the novel 
comes a big surprise, which the reader may or 
may not be expecting. Will Ian get Wanda? Or 
will Wanda give up her life as Melanie and let 
her and Jared be together? If so, what will hap-
pen to Wanda? Will the human race die out and 
lose their planet? This is an exciting book based 
on the future that brings the reader to a whole 
new world. This novel shows that love is bigger 
than any of us can imagine and that the word 
“love” can have so many meanings, not just ro-
mance. Also, it brings to attention that trust is a 
very important thing to give people. 

Photo Courtesy of Google Images

Somos Una Voz is  global organization 
which helps the places affected by different 
natural disasters. The need in many parts of 
Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and Mexico are 
devastating and horrific. The fundraiser for 
the concert sponsored by  “Somos Una Voz” 
started on September 27, 2017 and has been 
continually giving different donations and 
helping out the unfortunate that are still suf-
fering from the multiple natural disasters. The 
idea of the “Somos Una Voz” concert was 
started up by Marc Anthony a famous singer, 
Jennifer Lopez a popular singer and actor, and 

actor Alex Rodriguez after the world saw the 
catastrophic mess that hurricanes Irma and 
Maria have caused. This association has been 
providing food, shelter, medicine, and other 
necessities of life. The upbringing of this 
has been possible with all the big and small 
donations from people all across the world. 
This alliance has had more than one billion 
followers on social media and has raised more 
than seven hundred dollars in just a month! 
The concert for the fundraiser occurred on 
October 14th where, for the first time ever, 
both Univision and Telemundo paired up to 
air the program live. The concert was held 

in the Marlins Park in Miami, Florida. Many 
artists came from everywhere to support this 
organization and to watch the many different 
performances. Artists such as Gente de Zona, 
Camila Cabello, Nicky Jam, Daddy Yankee, 
and DJ Khaled performed to help raise money 
for this cause.  There was also an unforget-
table performance by Demi Lovato singing 
“Hallelujah”, originally sung by Leonard 
Cohen. Many other artists that attended gave 
great donations. There are currently over 40 
celebrities that are official members of the 
“Somos Una Voz” community. Although the 
“Somos Una Voz” concert has already passed, 

people are still constantly giving to help out. 
There are many ways to give your donation, 
whether it’s five dollars or a hundred. You 
can visit the online page of Somos una Voz 
and easily click the donate button, then enter 
the amount of money you can give and it’s 
that easy. You can help families in need that 
can barely survive, so if you can donate, every 
penny is a penny to helping a kid who’s sick, 
a family without power, and a community 
without food. You are just a click away from 
helping better the lives of the people strug-
gling to pick up the pieces after all the trau-
matic disasters that have occurred. 

Somos Una Voz: Helping the World Together
By: Alejandra Sanchez 

Artist Of The Week: Mia Hayes 

 Mia Hayes, senior, has 
been chosen as the AP Artist of the 
month. Hayes attended Ringling 
pre-college the summer of 2017. “I 
absolutely loved Ringling. You really 
got a sense of what art school was 
like and all the classes were art based, 
which was cool. In most colleges you 
take science and math but at Ringling 
all the classes were art,” Hayes stated. 
Mia took film and photography class-
es along with a few classes that are 
generally offered to first year students 
at the college. 
 Miss Hayes participated in 
the Superintendent art show in 2016 
and her submitted photograph won. 
The Superintendent art show was an 
event where select K-12 students all 
over Collier County submitted an art 
piece. Superintendent, Dr. Kamela 
Patton, chose what pieces would be 
admitted into the gala and then pur-
chased three of the pieces.  Last fall 

Miss Hayes participated in the 2016 
chalk art on 5th and her group came 
in 4th place.  Hayes was also one of 
the 8 students selected to participate 
in the Sense and Sketch at Artis Na-
ples. The 8 chosen students attended 
live music events at Artis Naples and 
created art pieces. The final project 
was to create one big piece for the 
gala. 
 “I grew up drawing and 
painting. I love art, it’s—it’s basically 
my life. The art room feels so inclu-
sive. It’s a really great feeling.” She 
does regular photoshoots during her 
AP Art class, as photography is her 
concentrate. Mia is looking to major 
in photography in college at Savanah 
College of Art and Design as well 
as the Ringling College of Art and 
Design starting in the fall of 2018.

By: Claudia Kahl 

Photo courtesy  of Taelyne M
assheart



Seventeen years is a long time, 
but Girls Tennis and Soccer coach 
and Spanish teacher Mr.Voorhees is 
handling it well. Mr Voorhees has 
been doing tennis for 17 years at 
Gulf Coast High School, along with 
teaching Girls Soccer. Both sports 
require extreme energy and commit-
ment. It is interesting that one teacher 
could hold such a long position, yet 
Mr. Voorhees claims that it’s worth 
it, though he jokes that he was only 
there for support and that the girls do 
all the work, allowing themselves to 
win the State Championship. Yet, be-
fore anyone claims a victory, the girls 
have to make the cut. Skill in the sport 
is important, of course, but “you have 
to be good in the classroom”, as said 
by Mr. Voorhees. This makes sense, 
as Mr. Voorhees is also in the foreign 
language instruction field, and very 
successful too. Along with maintain-
ing good grades, the people working 
on the team must click together, an 
important factor that brought the girls 
to victory.

“In order for a team to be successful, 

I think you need good
chemistry, and it just so happens that 

this past year, we had incredible
team chemistry,” Voorhees said. 

“We had incredible students in the 
classroom and those things came to-
gether to give us a state champion-
ship.”

Moving on from tennis, Mr.Voor-
hees also coaches girls soccer for Gulf 
Coast. Recently, tryouts took place, as 
Mr.Voorhees confirmed. As well as 
being more recent, they are also more 
complicated, with final decisions tak-
ing one to two weeks. The team typi-
cally consists of 20 girls on each team, 
both Junior Varsity and Varsity.

Mr. Voorhees elaborated, “we usu-
ally have about 50 girls come out;

boys soccer has a lot more, but we 
can only take 40. We really want to

make sure we give all of the players 
a good look.”

Once again, Mr.Voorhees reminds 
his students that they must do well in 
the classroom in addition to succeed-
ing on the field. Although he does 
not enjoy making the tough decision 
of cutting players, he appreciates the 

process. Going back to tennis, the 
girls happen to be receiving their rings 
this year at a pep rally November 2 nd 
for winning the State Championship 
last year. Mr. Voorhees is incredibly 
proud of his team, as he composed the 
very best.

“Once again, I checked grades, I 
made sure those were good, and

looked at their talent,” Voorhees 
said. “Tryouts go as long as they need 
to, probably shorter than soccer but 
enough until I pick a team. In the end, 
it’s usually 10 to 12 players, except 
for special occasions.”

Mr. Voorhees’ careful screening 
certainly paid off, as the girls will be 
the center of the pep rally at the cer-
emonial ring-receiving in recognition 
for their hard work. The rings, though 
beautiful and sentimental, can never 
replace how hard everyone on the 
team has worked.

Mr. Voorhees says, “It’s a nice piece 
of jewelry but overall, the greatest 
memory we have is the moment we 
won the State Championship, that was 
an amazing money. No one can ever 
take that away from us. Yes, a ring is 

nice, don’t get me wrong, it’s going to 
be great for the girls because of how 
much they did, but just the memory of 
winning and the memory of how hard 
they worked to get there is worth so 
much more.”

By:Brianna Antle

GC Volleyball Comes Short 
of Title!

For the past four 
years, the Sharks have 
won the district champi-
onship and been able to 
move onto the regional 
championship for vol-
leyball, and although 
they are an amazing 
team, they have not 
made it past that this 
year. The varsity vol-
leyball team entered the 
Shark Tank prepared to 
play their hardest and 
hopefully win the game 
to move on to states. 
They had a major set-
back: many were ner-
vous, and this affected 
them greatly. In addi-
tion, one of the seven 
seniors was not play-
ing in this major game. 
Many of the students 
at Gulf Coast showed 
up to support the team. 
The supporters gave it 
their all by screaming 
and cheering as loud as 
they could to pump up 
the players.

The first set was a lit-
tle rough for the girls 
and they took a loss, 
but it inspired them 
to come back fighting 
even harder. The sec-
ond set was also a tough 
one. Even though it was 
a hard set, it was defi-
nitely a closer one than 

the first. Although the 
team started out with 
two losses, the crowd 
still didn’t fail to im-
press and didn’t let the 
fact that we were losing 
get in the way of their 
cheering. They showed 
up and continued to 
scream and shout. With-
out the incredible crowd 
there to support the 
girls, the team probably 
would not have done as 
well as they did.

In the third set, how-
ever, the Sharks dom-
inated Manatee at the 
beginning, and even 
though Manatee began 
to catch up towards the 
end of the set, the Sharks 
pulled out the win. The 
girls were all on the 
floor getting multiple 
digs as well as kills. 
The next set was one of 
the most important sets 
of the season. This one 
determined whether or 
not they would lose the 
game. If they lost, Man-
atee would have won 
because it would have 
been their third win. 
But the Sharks wouldn’t 
let that stop them. They 
were confident in them-
selves based on how 
the last set had gone. 
This set was a great 
one for the team. They 

were very enthusiastic 
and fought incredibly 
hard. They didn’t bring 
each other down when 
someone made a mis-
take, and instead they 
cheered the person up 
and reassured the other 
players that they could 
do it. Whenever they 
lost a point, they came 
back stronger and got it 
back. 

The next set was 
amazingly close and un-
fortunately, they lost it. 
They fought for every 
point, but they couldn’t 
win it. This moment was 
very sad for not only the 
seniors who were play-
ing possibly their last 
high school game, but 
the entire team. This 
was the fourth year in 
a row that they weren’t 
able to go to states. 
Hopefully next year, 
the team will be able to 
pull through and go to 
the state championship 
and make Gulf Coast 
even more proud than 
we already are of our 
volleyball teams. This 
season has been one of 
the best seasons for the 
Gulf Coast Sharks, and 
the crowd was also one 
of the best.

By:Brenna Schupp
Spotlight: Coach Voorhees - A Tripple Threat 

Sports
By:Kara Buckner

A Victory in The Making

Every expert was 
once a beginner, but 
what happens during 
the stages in between? 
It could be art, music, or 
in this case, the sport of 
soccer. For many soccer 
players, Gulf Coast’s 
teams serve the purpose 
of being that “in be-
tween” point that every-
body needs. Soccer is a 
challenging sport that 
demands players to dis-
play extreme dexterity 
of both their 
mind and 
body. Over 
the course 
of the past 
week, male 
athletes from 
every grade 
of the student 
body have 
been trying 
out for the 
2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8 
Gulf Coast soccer team. 
However, making the 
team is only the be-
ginning for these ath-
letes, as many physical 
and mental trials are 
yet to come. An inter-
view was conducted 
with Guiseppe Perilli, 
who has been playing 
soccer since the sev-
enth grade for various 
leagues: Indianapolis 

Travel League, Florida 
Fire, and Gulf Coast. 
He typically plays the 
position of defender, but 
he believes that every 
position is equally im-
portant because, “if you 
don’t have teamwork, 
you don’t win”. Win-
ning, however, is not 
everything. His favor-
ite aspects of the game 
is definitely the ability 
to socialize with team 
members as well as the 
confidence it has given 

him in his athletic abili-
ties. He warns that prac-
tices are often strenuous, 
but as long as “you train 
and work hard,...you 
will improve”. Although 
improvement is always 
needed in any activity, 
improvement in soccer 
is crucial not only to 
your success, but your 
team’s success as well.

Sure, soccer is an 

excitingly fast-paced 
sport to watch that has 
attracted many fans of 
many nationalities all 
over the world. How-
ever, very few people 
really know the truth 
about what their con-
tribution means to both 
local, state and national 
soccer teams. When 
you root for a specific 
team, it is like you are a 
part of it. You see their 
wins and their loses, 
and true fans stick with 

them through-
out all of it, just 
like their team. 
While cheering 
your team on is 
crucial, your fi-
nancial support 
is equally as im-
portant. Every 
time you buy a 
ticket to see a 
game, you allow 
them to continue 

their activities and se-
cure more victories, and 
your school is no ex-
ception to having these 
needs. Overall, both 
Gulf Coast’s male and 
female soccer teams are 
looking promising for 
this upcoming season, 
and there is soon to be a 
victory in the

making.

Photo courtesy  of Taelyne M
assheart

 "For a man to con-
quer himself is the 
first and noblest of 

all victories" 
-Plato



The day was August 17th, 2017; the 
tension was high and two stars, closely 
watched for years, were colliding. The 
stars swirled together, teasing scientists 
with the possibility of a new discovery 
in a nearby galaxy. They finally united, 
showering sparks and gold all around. 
From this new discovery, scientists can 
now “fill in a few more tiles in the jigsaw 
puzzle that is the story of our universe,” 
according to deputy spokeswoman for 
Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory Scientific Collaboration, 
Laura Cadonati. The event was only seen 
by a single source giving out ripples in 
space-time. These waves, also called 
gravitational waves, were shot out as 
well, using a two-second gamma ray as 
its medium. From this, gold, platinum, 
and lead were dispersed and scattered 
across the universe. The phenomenon is 
also being labeled as the first instance of 
multi-messenger astrophysics, which is 
one source in the universe emitting two 
kinds of waves, gravitational and electro-
magnetic.
Following the event, news conferences 

were held and research papers were 
published as scientists clarified that the 
images were captured by both Earth-
based and space-based telescopes. Many 
important people were invited to the news 
conference, including representatives 
for prestigious scientific groups. Sev-
eral reports were also made, with about 
35% of the scientific community being 
made up of authors, according to CNN. 
An interesting fact relating to this is that 
gravitational waves were discovered only 
two years ago and unknowingly con-
tributed to Einstein’s “theory of general 
relativity.” For this discovery, three 
scientists were awarded the Nobel Prize 
of Physics; their discovery furthered the 
fact that gravitational waves occur when 
black holes silently collide, only being 
“heard” as thumps. From the discovery 

-- the two neutron stars colliding -- scien-
tists could conclude that light and grav-
itational waves travel at the same speed 
even though the star collision signal only 
lasted 100 seconds. Assistant professor at 
Brandeis University and research asso-
ciate at the Fermilab Center for Particle 
Astrophysics Marcelle Soares-Santos 
states “Now, we can use this type of event 
to measure the rate of expansion of the 
universe,” according to CNN. Vicky Ka-
logera, main astrophysicist for the LIGO 
Scientific Collaboration, contributed a 
comparison that stated this discovery was 
like hearing thunder during a thunder-
storm and not seeing the lightning. Vicky 
Kalogera is also the co-founder and cur-
rent director of CIERA, the Center for In-
terdisciplinary Exploration and Research 
in Astrophysics, an endowed research 
center at Northwestern University. 
Laura Cadonati elaborated on her previ-
ous statement, adding, “The impact for 
astrophysics is equivalent to the transition 
from watching a set of still pictures in 
black and white to sitting in a 3-D-IMAX 
movie theater: It is a multisensory experi-
ence of the universe.”
Studies show that events like the one that 
recently happened only occur 100 times 

per million years, a truly revolutionary 
finding. Research shows that LIGO 
and Virgo detectors will become more 
sensitive in the future to look for similar 
events in tens of millions of galaxies. 
Tony Piro, the George Ellery Hale Distin-
guished Scholar in Theoretical Astrophys-
ics at the Carnegie Observatories, stated 
“This was the culmination of a number of 
different areas in astronomy and physics, 
coming together in one amazing event.”  
Piro, a member of the Carnegie Obser-
vatories, worked in partnership with UC 
Santa Cruz in an exciting first discovery 
of the two stars. The discovery that they 
contributed to states that gamma-ray 
bursts can result from the collision of 
neutron stars. Also, heavy elements are 
created as a result of collision between 
stars. It also confirms what these neu-
tron stars look like when they collide, as 
depicted by various artists. It additionally 
solidifies the theory that gravitational 
waves and light can happen together. 
“This singular event finally solves all 
these problems, bringing together all 
these mysteries at once,” Tony Piro said 
as a final statement.

World News

The year 2017 has been a year of ups and downs in 
every aspect, and one major topic of discussion has been 
the wild weather pattern. Wildfires, earthquakes, and hur-
ricanes have racked the planet since the beginning of time, 
but this year, there seems to have been an unusual spike 
in these phenomena. Somos Una Voz, or We Are One 
Voice in English, is an organization dedicated to collect-
ing monetary donations to relieve those affected by these 
natural disasters. The following weather phenomena are 
just a few that the organization plans to relieve.

 In California alone, wildfires have killed at least 
forty-two people and destroyed thousands of homes. The 
fires, which have reoccurred in generally the same areas, 
prompted masses of people to evacuate. 2017 wildfires 
have sparked in the same counties as the deadly 2015 fires 
including Lake, Sonoma, and Napa counties, acknowl-
edged for their vast wineries. This year, fires were dead-
liest in Santa Rosa, caused by dry conditions and extreme 
heat. In addition, the March wildfires in Oklahoma killed 
thousands of livestock which heavily impacted the agri-
cultural industry. Strong winds played an enormous role 
in fueling fires in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. The Na-
tional Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) reported that most 
fire activity has repeatedly occurred in the southwest part 
of the country in recent years. In 2017 alone, wildfires 
have burned more than two million acres in the United 
States so far. While the average number of fires, around 
13,000, has remained the same, the area they have burned 
is four times the area burned over a ten-year span. 

 nother tragic inci-
dent that occurred this 
year was the earthquake 
in central Mexico. It 
ensued on September 
19th in Mexico City, 
the capital of Mexico. 
The 7.1 magnitude 
quake happened coin-
cidentally on the thir-
ty-second anniversary 
of the 1985 earthquake 
that killed 10,000 peo-
ple. At eleven A.M. 
that day, there was a na-
tional earthquake drill 
in honor of the event. 
The focus of rescue 
efforts was an elemen-
tary school, the Enrique 

Rebsamen School, in Mexico City. As of September 21st, 
all the children were accounted for. One three-story wing 
of the school collapsed; Navy Assistant Secretary Angel 
Enrique Sarmiento has reported to several news outlets 
that 19 children and 6 adults were killed, but 11 children 
were rescued. This earthquake was stressful and emotion-
ally draining, and damages surpass a cost of two billion 
dollars.

 Residents of southwest Florida know all too well 
about this year’s sporadic hurricane season. The Atlantic 
hurricane season lasts from June 1st to November 20th 
every year, and the area included in this season covers 
the northern Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the 
Caribbean Sea. The National Weather Service defines 
a hurricane as “an intense tropical weather system with 
well-defined circulation and sustained winds of 74 miles 
per hour or higher,” and the category one through five 
scale is based on the estimation of property damage. Al-
though there were several named tropical storms and hur-
ricanes, there were seven major storms. 

 On August 25th, Hurricane Harvey made land-
fall in Texas as a category four hurricane with winds of 
130 miles per hour; it was the first category four storm 
to make landfall in the United States since Hurricane 
Charley in 2004. After moving into the Gulf of Mexico, 
it made a second landfall in Louisiana. Harvey dumped 
more than twenty-seven trillion gallons of rain over a pe-
riod of only six days, and the death toll is at least eighty-
two people. Beginning on September 6th, Hurricane Irma 
barreled through Antigua, Barbuda, St. Kitts, Anguilla, 

the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the British Virgin Islands as a 
category five hurricane causing severe devastation. From 
September 7th through the 9th, Irma damaged the Domin-
ican Republic, Turks and Caicos, and Cuba with winds of 
over 125 miles per hour. Irma directly hit the Florida Keys 
on September 10th as a category four hurricane; twen-
ty-five percent of the homes were completely destroyed, 
and seventy-five percent sustained major damage. Irma 
went on to hit Marco Island and Naples. The total death 
toll is sixty-one people. 

 Meanwhile, Hurricanes Jose and Katia were 
brewing in the distance. On September 8th, Jose became 
a category four hurricane east southeast of the northern 
Leeward Islands. During the few days after that, Jose 
weakened and strengthened, all the while making its way 
up the Atlantic Ocean. Katia made landfall in Veracruz, 
Mexico as a category one hurricane and weakened as it 
moved inland in Mexico. Hurricane Maria rapidly inten-
sified to a category five storm and hit the Caribbean is-
land of Dominica directly on September 17th and 18th. 
On the 20th, it made landfall near Yabucoa, Puerto Rico 
as a category four hurricane, the strongest storm to hit 
Puerto Rico in eighty-five years. It heavily damaged the 
energy grid which resulted in an island-wide power out-
age. It will take months to repair the damages and get 
power back. 

 On October 5th, tropical storm Nate formed near 
the coast of Nicaragua. Twenty-eight people were killed 
after the storm passed over Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Honduras due to resultant mudslides and flooding. On the 
7th and 8th, Nate made landfall in the U.S. as a category 
one hurricane at the mouth of the Mississippi River in 
Louisiana. Nate was downgraded to a tropical depression 
after making a second landfall near Biloxi, Mississippi. 
Hurricane Ophelia formed as a category three hurricane 
just 220 miles south of the Azores on October 14th; it 
was the farthest east a major hurricane has ever been in 
the Atlantic. The previous record was held by Hurricane 
Frances in 1980. On the 16th, Ophelia made landfall as a 
tropical storm in Ireland, causing three deaths. 

 This year has been one of intense, frequent 
weather phenomena. People from California to Puerto 
Rico have repeatedly suffered through everything from 
fires to hurricanes. Despite the immense tragedy, there is 
still a light at the end of the tunnel. Somos Una Voz is one 
of many organizations striving to provide aid for those 
in need in these difficult times. No matter what happens, 
people will always stand up, join hands, and work just to 
relieve someone else.

Another Bang: Two Neutron Stars Collide 

By: Isabella Napoles
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By: Brenna Schupp

The Universal Language of Relief: Natural Disasters 
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